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Forbes Mayor. 


Cur” Special tem in Fxſfo 
e 
Jovis xxix' die Septembris, 

1726. Amo; = — 


T is ordered, That the Thanks of 
Court be given to the Rev® Mr. Oliver, 
for his Sermon this Day Preached besen 

chis Court and the Liveries of the ſeveral 
Companies of this City, ar the Pariſh- Church 
of & Laurence Jewry, before the Election of 
the Lord Mayor for the Year enſuing : And 
chat he be deſired to Print the ſame. 


& | 
_——_——___ | Jacks oN. 
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| The Relative Duties of MAGISTRATE and PEOPLE. 
* 


PREACHED at 
S Laurence Fewry, LONDON; 
September 29. 1726. 


1 


Being the Day of 


ELECTION 


OF THE 


LORD - MAYOR 


By EDwARD OL1ves, B. D. Rector 
of St Mary Ab- Church, and Prebendary of S Paul's. 


a I 
* JN” 
LONDON: 

Printed by George James, for Jo NAH BOWw YER, 


at the Roſe in Pater-Nofter-Row, M DCC XXVI. 
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AST Ati wh "oY 
To tbe Aiane HONOURABLE: 


Sir FR ANCIS. FORBES, 


My Lox, 


| HAS. Daſonurſe being fir Preach'd 
| 1 and 700 Ne by 7. — Command, 
Nuaitt on Your Lordſhip to be protected by | 
the fame Authority. 1 

The Deſign of it ein to inculcate Obedi- 
ence to the Higher Powers, it would ill 4 
have become me to have diſputed any of 
Jour Commands; eſpecially when I had F 
ſo great an Example of the Good H. 
rſirate in Your Lordſhip; which I have Y 
ſo endeavour d to de cribe, that the Reader | 
4 ven Ilan Ute ' the Picture from the f 


. 
* 
», 

(1% 


That ij 


[: 
"i 
j 


That this Great and Honourable City 
may never want Magiſtrates to rule it with 


Temper and Candour, with Fidelity and 


Impartiality, with Love and Honour, that 
| is, as You have done, and as we more than 
hope your Succeſſor will do, is the heart) 
Prayer of, 


2 .- + 


My Lonp, 
Pour moſt Faithful | 


_ Humble Servant, 


7 " — # * ? X : ry * 
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Ro M. iii. 


But to the Evil. 


the Duty of Civil Subjection to the Higher or 
| Civil Power into the Inſtitution of God; in the Verſe 


diſobedience in the Subjects, eſpecially when they ſo far 
aceed the Bounds of their Duty, as to teſiſt the Authority 


t, jhall receive to themſekves Danmation ; * i. e. They ſhall 
liable ro Judgment, or to the Sentence which the Law ſhall 
ward as due to Rebels and Traitors : So that Damnation, 


bes not ſeem ſo juſt and proper a Verſion of the Original 
Word, as that, ſimply, of Judgment: Tho', as every Sin expoſes 


my of pious Accommodation or Inference, they who re- 


God; and, in conſequence, if they die impenitent, to receive 
o themſelves Damnation, or, to become juſtly obnoxious 
1 1 CE s * , 2 

| * "Eau]ois xeipe Aij-· Ley l ai. 


R 
to 


For Rulers are not a Terror to good Works; 


Sovereign Powers, and reſolv d the Origine of 


mmediately preceding the Text, he ſhews the Danger of 


hich they ought and are preſumed to obey ; For they that 


ndeed, as it referrs to the future and final Judgment of God, | 


ts to the Wrath of God, eſpecially ſuch as are more directly 
wOMMitted in Contempt of his Power and Authority, by 


HE Apoſtle having in the 1ſt Verſe preſcribed ö 
1 


it che Civil Powers, inſtituted and commiſſion d by God, || 
may juſtly be ſaid to incurr the Wrath and Diſpleaſure f 


cConſine themſelves to ſuch general Precepts, to that End, as 


to the Sentence of it. The Words of the Text are added is 2 
| farther Reaſon to enforce the Obedience of Subjects, whethe 
to the Prince or to ſubordinate Magiſtrates. For the Ends of 
Government, the Peaee, Happiness and Good of the People, 
are the ſame in all Perſons inveſted with Civil Authority, in 
what Degree ſoever it is committed to them: And they are 
all of them guilty of Breach of Truſt, if they do not, in their 
reſpective Stations, conſcientiouſly and ſtrictly obſerve andi 
purſue thoſe Ends. Tho ſuch of them as have a larger Share 
in the Adminiſtration, or are intruſted with a greater Deorec 
of Power, are ſtill more culpable, as being unfachfil — 2 
Truſts in a higher Meaſure and more dangerous Manner. 
What we do here indeed render Rulers, "Apyovres, is more 
properly applicable to Magiſtrates in the Firſt Poſts, or more 
Honorary and Superior Stations of Government. 
And according to this Explication of the Words, I ſhall con- 
fider and apply them in my following Diſcourſe; begging leave 
by the way, to obviate an unjuſt Imputation too commonly 
thrown on the Clergy ; as if in preſcribing, whether the Du- 
ties of the Civil Magiſtrate, or the Rules of Obedience, tc 
the Pcople, they take too much upon them, or meddle in 
things too high for them, and out of their proper Sphere. 
As to the Duties reſpecting the Civil Magiſtrate, providec 
They, whole Office it is to inſtruct all Perſons in the Principle: 
and Practice of a pure Morality, in all the Parts of it, do 


are laid down in Scripture, or ſuch as the Nature and nc- 
eeſſary Ends of Government do in general require ſhould be 
hid down; certainly ſuch a Method of Inſtruction in the 


Clergy, is ſo far from having any thing Criminal in it, that 
us really matter of ſtrict — indifpealible Duty to _ 
| Neither 
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they were not cap . et 
tof che ſeoret Spring ec ae ei va me 
by inulin mv Thing ar they eve mot fon, ver peetiap 
oughir to ſee, (it being highly: requiſite to the Ends of Go- 
| verntnent, chat even the moſt juſt and honourable Deſigns 
of thoſe who govern, ſhould be in many Cafes difltembled or 
| conecal'd;) Abuſes, I ſay, of this: kind" (where they may 
| poſſibly, tho we hope they do very rarely, happen in the Dil 
charge of our Miniſterial Function) can by nd means be either 
Neither in reſpect to the Meaſares of Subjection preſcribed 
to the People, do we, or indeed can we, approve ſuch Inſtru- 
| ions, Which tend, on any Account, or in any Degree, to 
diſcharge them frorm the Duties of Honour, Fidelity, ot any 
proper Act of Homage to the Prince, or to the Principal Mi- 
niſters commiſſion'd by him: But when, inſtead of enforcing 
theſe Duties, any Doctrines, or the moſt oblique Inſinuations 
| tre advanced, ' tending to promote Sedition, or create any Di- 
ſturbance in the State, or which may render thoſe who preſide 
at the Helm, of leſs Significancy or Credit; or when, on 
| the other hand, Subjects are taught to pay a blind Implicit 
Obedience to their Governors, and give into all their Mea- 
| fares, tho ſuch as poſſibly are contrary not only to the Laws, 
but to the natural Reaſons of Equity, and perhaps the ſtand- 
ing Maxims of Political Prudence: Theſe Abuſes of our 
Oharacter, and the Ends for which we are inveſted with it, 
on the gide of either Extreme, are too flagrant to have any 
thing ſaid in Defence; or to tlie leaſt Mitigation of them. 
Hhall endeavour what I can, in the following Diſcourſe, to 
avoid both theſe Extretmes,, nd every thing that may have at 
Appearance of approaching towards them: And that * 
i ve 


N. 
ws). 


of Magiſtrate and Pro vople. we 


have to fay may be the more uſeful, I ſhall o on cheſs ene 
following Enquiries; 22091b50O. !o Vun 2 1 


* 


4 1 - : GC 
S was 


1. Nik are the proper Duties imply: in F< 


ng the People ? 
25 Want oh be une here more eee 
vp Marr. relpeting Choi ae? 


* What are ho proper Dune imphy'd K the Text ns } 
petting the People. 0 

The Word Rulers is zelt Tem, and pete Wbhait 
Duties between the Perſon who rules, and thoke who 
xe ruled and govern'd by him: Theſe Duties therefore might 
be inferr'd from the ny Dari conſider d ſimply 
x ſuch: But when che es the proper Acts 
Offices of choſe who rule; when be tells us, n 
Error to good Works, but to the Evil; eſpecially when he adds, 
wilt' rhou not then be afraid of the Power ? do. that which i 
Good, and thou ſhalt have Praiſe of the ſame: Hete indeed the 
Duty of the People may rather be faid to be ditectly pre- 
ſcribed to them, than to Abe deduced by neceflary implication 
and Conſequence. ' 

Now, as the Duty of the People is repreſented in general, 
conſiſtitig GS in the Bf — good Works 5 to- 
wards their better Imformation concerning the diſtinct and 
more important Parts of their Duty comprehended under 
this general Expreflion, I ſhall deſcend ro inſtance in theſe 
Three particular Duties, as neceſfary, and at all times incum- 
bent on tliem, ES chat AO: whetein qty 
totlicie Ruler. j 10 JOOY 8 
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Jb. Relative Duties 

641 Sed ng o an dub em 2:12 d Vet et 07 e 
1. In the Duty of Obedienc 

2. Of Love. 

e et 2nd gon od 

| \ eos —_ 


. One of the principal Duties incumbenc on the People, 
| which neceſſarily falls here under the Notion of good Works, 
is, that of Obedience to all the juſt and Lavfal” Commands 
of their Superiors, whether expreſs d, or known by any ſecret 
Intimations, or upon any certain and reaſonable Grounds, to 
be agrecable to their Will and Pleaſure; bur eſpecially when 
uch Obedience is not only, in the Nature of it, lawfpl, but has 
a tendency to promore the common Good, that great End which 
Subjects as well as Rulers ought to propoſe in all their Deſigns 
and Actions, whether any expreſs Law or Command ſhould 
oblige them to regulate their. Conduct accordingly, or not 
There can be no Diſpute concerning the Duty of obeying 
thoſe who have the Rule over us in all things, whether 
ſimply innocent, or which are directly ſerviceable to the State; 
the great Difficulty ſeems to lie in determining the Meaſures 
of a Paſſrve Obedience when ſuch Commands are impoſed 
on Subjects, which are either directly contrary to the Laws 
of the State, or to the Laws of God: Tho indeed, conſider- 
ing the Laws of the State are in effect, and interpretatiyely, 
the Laws of God, (as proceding from the Powers ordain'd 
and authorized, in their Legiſlative Capacity, by Him) all 
human Laws, that are juſt and reaſonable in themſelves, have 
by evident Conſtruction the Force of a Divine Law: But 
che Queſtion, I ſay, is, when the Commands of the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate are contrary to either or both of theſe Laws, how 
the Subject ought to conduct himſelf? That in all the In- 
N ms i ſtances 
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WAL: 


Action is plain and evident, lis: Compliance is unlawful, 
will not be diſputed; in this Caſe we have a Rule i in Scrip- 


ture (wich an Appeal at the ſame time to the common judg: 


Rances of Adiue Obedience, -whare the Iegelity of any 


ment of . Mankinl for the Reaſonableneſs of it) Thar we 


ought, to hear ten unto God mare than unto Man, Acts iv. 19. 


Bur chen I (ay, the Illegality of the Thing or Action commanded us | 


ought to be. very plain and evident; if it be only a matter of | 
Doubt, a certain and known Duty ought alway, on a Com- 


petition, to determine us againſt it: If, for Inſtance, sab. 


jects, are commanded to ſerve a Prince in à War, which, con- 


ſider d in itlelf, or in reſpect to the Motives on which the | 


prince engages in it, is really unlawful; yet if the Unlawfulneſs 


of it does not appear to them in a very clear and full Light, f 
they ought notwithſtanding. to ſerve in ſuch a War; becauſe tis 


ſaler much to act according to a Rule of known and ſanding 
Obligation, (in caſe ph i 


Grounds. 
This Maxim is of Uſe to Subjects, not only in reſpect to 


the Meaſures of Civil Obedience, ſtrictly o alled; mne ; 
Obedience to ſuch Commands of — which have an | 


immediate Reference to Religion. 


It has been diſputed, whether the Civil Power, and of late ö 
indeed, whether any. Power upon Earth, can juſtly impoſe cer- f 


tain Terms or Conditions of Chriſtian Communion, how law- 


ful ſoever in themſelves. But if any Perſons are inveſted with | 
ſuch a Power, tis moſt certain, that Obedience is due, and 
0 t to be paid to them. So that in this Caſe every Manis 

guilty of Dilobalence, and juſtly incurrs the Puniſhment of it, 


who is not as certain (which no Man ever wat, or can be) 
that 


ee is commanded) than | 
to depart. from ſuch a Rule on diſputable and uncertain | 


Ply” ERS 7 & 1; 4, „ A) 


tlat tis abſolutely unlawful to anpoſe ſuck Conditions; 8 that 
Authority oughe to be obey'd'in all things law full. 
Mere ir not for this Rule, That private Noubts ought: to 
| give way to known, certain and Duties, Men would 
| be continually at loſs how to conduct themſelves with rela- 
| tion to their Superiors; inſtead of 'exceuting their Orders, 
| which tis ſometimes neceſſary ſhould be ſpeedily executed, 
| they would ſtand continually examining the Grounds and 
| Reaſons of them, till che Execution miphi be roo late. 
This ſhews indeed, how careful Perſons of ſuperior Authority 
| ouphrto be, that they command nothing but what is lawful; 
| and at the ſame time how expedient it is for the good - 
ment of Society, that Subjects ought to pay Obedience to ſuch 
Commands the Unlawfulneſs whereof does not evidently ap- 
| pear. When it does evidently appear, it is their Duty, and eſ- 
peeially if the Law provides no Redreſs, to ſubmitt with Pa- 
| tience to ſuch Mulcts as they may ſuffer in Conſequence of 
| their Difobedience, and not to make any private Wrongs a 
Pretence of giving public Diſturbance to the State. 


2. Another Duty, which Subjects are obliged to pay their 


| Rulers, is Love. | Un of 
love is indeed the moſt generous and powerful Principle 

Obedience, and therefore the fame Arguments by which we 
prove it neceſſary: that Subjects ſhould obey, do allo, by a 
natural and obvious Conſequence, prove it neceſſary, that 
they ſhould love thoſe who have the Rule over them; unleſs 
they are influenced by this Motive, whatever they do in Obe- 
dience to Authority will be more forced and conſtrained, if 
it be not done with a viſible Reluctance: And on all theſe Ac- 
counts they will be leſs capable of attaining the Ends of Go- 


vernment, 


of "Wage rare ann People. 95 
vertitnent, and'for which they were put in a State of Subjecti- 
on to it. But we have yer 2 more direct Proof, why Per- 
ſons in Authority ought to be the Objects of the People's | 
love (V far as they act, as they are here ſuppoſed to do by 
the Apoſtle, in of their Commiſſion, and ſhould 
away indeed be preſumed to do ſo where the Evidence of their 
Acting is not very clear atid out of Queſtion) and this Mo- 
ive of Love which I mean, is founded in rhe Benefits which 
ve receive from their Adminiſtration, from that of the 
Prince as Supreme, to that of ſubordinate Governors or 


„ ele, as purſaing che fime common Good and Welfare 
n. of che State. And if it be a reaſonable Inducement to 
h I to fore thoſe who are in any Degree beneficial to us, 
p- Ind to expreſs our Love by all proper external Teſtimo- 
.es of it, then it is reaſonable, in Proportion as the Bene- 


its which Subjects receive from their Rulers are greater or of 
vider Extent, that the Motives to love them ſhould be {6 
nuch the ſtronger, and operate in all the outward Signi- 
fications of it y 4 a more eminent and conſpicuous Manner. 
Rulers in particular, to whoſe Charge whole Provinces are 
eit ¶ ommitted, or populous and opulent Cities, more conſider- 
Ide perhaps in theſe Two Characters than many Provinces; 
uch Ralers,' when they faithfully execute the Truſt repoſed in 
um, and act according to the Tenor of their Commiſſion, 
challenge the more ſenſible Returns both of our Love ane 
Cratitude for their Works ſake. . 
I fall mention but one . more, why we ſhould 
herifh, as much as we can, all the Motives of Love towards 
hoſe who are inveſted with Authority over us; and that is 
Uillike, "much more from à Hatred of their Perfons. © 


5 
. 


_ 


5» 
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Hal iu Dult, us 


n we are * — to Fs a and wich 
Candour of the Actions or Deſigns of thoſe whom we. Jove, 
and even to cover a Multitude of fel efſer Faults in them; we, on 
the other hand, ſuſpect every thing, and are ſcarce pleaſed with 
any thing that is done by Perſons againſt whom we have con- 
£2 any Prejudice or Diſtaſte; we magnify every Failure, 
or what we apprehend to be ſo, to their Diſadvantage, and 
even are ſometimes pleaſed to oe it terminate in their, Dirac 
perhaps in their Ruin. : 

How neceſſary then is it, upon * 1 to the End 
| of Government, that they under whole Government we arc 
ſhould have a competent Share of our Affections, and eſpeci- 
ally that aue ſhould never improve, never ſeek any Occafion, ne- 
ver Sou Lo! to any Inſinuations, which may — to render them 
the Objects either of our Hatrerd or Contempt: For in Pro- 
portion indeed as other Perſons leſſen in our Eſteem, our Love bn 


RO OTB RAS Om mma ow ow 


towards them will gradually cool and diminiu. "I 
But this leads me to conſider another Dury of the People o-M 


| wards cheir Rulers and that is, eee ny 


Honour, or CS | F * 
This! is a Duty expreſsly enjoin di in Shy and; i is ven 
agreeable to the common Reaſon and Practice of Mankind 
in all Ages and Countries: The moſt barbarous Nati 
after their Way, do Honour to thoſe intruſted with the By 
miniſtration of Affairs; either by paying, ſome — Ho 
mage to them, or by putting certain Marks of Diſtinction on 
their Perſons, reſpectin their Hab it, tr Retinue, or {an 
ſplendid Manner of Life 1 
And the Grounds on wh hich e erke Civil 50 


(l 


neue 


of Mazifthate nid People. It 
nevet be well or long inaintain d, when ſeparated from Eſteem | 
and Reverence; as theſe, if not preſerved by what, after a 
matinet proper enough, we call Dignity, cannot: be ex | 


R to ſubſilt for any time; eſpecially amongſt weak and vulgar 
Minds, on whom tis difficult to make any ſtrong or laſting | 
m Impreſſions, but what are more immetliately convey d to them 


by way of the Senſes: Even wiſe and underſtanding Men are | 


they are in the Body, and Members of a viſible Society, there | 
are in general very good Reaſons of Providence why they ſhould |} 


be ſo affected. "Tis in the Civil Government (ſays a moſt excel- 
ent Preacher on this very Occaſion): as in the Offices of Religion 5 | 
"YI which, were they ſtripe of all the external Decencies of Wor- 
"Y ip, would not make a due Impreſſion on the Minds of 
| « thoſe who aſſiſt at them. But a diſcreet Ule of proper and | 
% becoming Ceremonies renders the Service of the Churcli ſo- | 


« lemnand affecting; awes the Unbeliever, inſpires the Slug- 
« giſh, and influences even the Devout Worſhipper.-- In like 
* manner, the Solemnities that accompany the Magiſtrate 
« add Dignity to all his Adtions, and Weight eo all his 
« Words and Opinions; producing ſuch Effects as Job has ſo | 
ce elegantly deſcribed (cap. 2.9.)” and is ſo well worth:your |} 
Reading at your Leiſure. 7 08965 200 Ver 1 36:3 221 * 

Several other Reaſons might be here given, why Civil Ma- 
giſtrates ought to be Honour d and had in Reverence by the Peo- | 
ple, but the Time will not let me mention them: I ſhall only | 


beg leave, before I proceed on my next general Head, to make 
this Practical Improvement of what has been fad. 
| Thar if it be ſo neceſſary to the Preſervation and Support of 
the Civil Government, chat the Miniſtet of it ſnould have all 
proper Teſtimonies of Honodr and Reſpect from the People, 
what can be ſaid in Excuſe of thoſe who induſtriouſly lay hold o 


| 
i 


1 The Rilative Daties \ 


| every Pretence, and where they cannot find any, 1 10 ſubſti⸗ 
tute what they know to be falſe, or propagate what they don't 
| know to be true, in order to dif anf and — 0--ok 
Evil 2 is, in all Caſes, a Crime condemn d by Rea- 
| fon, and expreſſly by Scripture; but to ſpeak Evil of the (Ru- 
ler or) Rule of che iPeople; which the Apoſtle expreſſes, 
Judt, ver. 8.) by ſpeaking Evil of Dignities, enhances the 
| Charge and Guilt of this Crime, in Proportion to the Autho- 
| Firy of rhe Perſon againſt whom it is committed, and to the 
more general and ee Effects of it. So that the Rule 
| whichthe Apoſtle lays down with reſpect to our ordinary Com- 
metce with other Men, is more eminently applicable towards re- 
gulating our Conduct i in reference to Perſons of ſuperior Au: 
| thoticyinthe State; Lerall Birrermſs, 333 Clamour, 
n Evil- be , with all Malice. 
— inLank — — — Duty of Perſons in a State 
oel Subjection; . ro. rn — Text, and 
of the preſent Occaſion, might ſeem to require thatT ſnould rathet 
have enlarged on the Duties of che Ae TK 
| LT hope, in ſome meaſure pleaded my Excuſe, from che greatet 
| and more Neceſlity which the Body of the People are 
| under of being inſtructed in their Duty towards Civil Autho- 
rity. Yet, {an I may not appear wanting to my on Duty 
en any Account, I ſhall however incapable of ſo high, ſo nice 
and difficult a Point) e eee in az ſhort 2 
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"of Mabi/iratecandl People. 
caivernaindet, acnonding etiam uſual Way of ſpeaking in 
— — Aceounteſ the Magiſtrates Oufice, 
which is really Poſtive. And when Rulers are ſaid not to be 
Tecrer to good Works, we ate to underſtand the Apoltle às ta- 
cidy cxhorting them to favour and encourage good Works; and 
ſo — himſeif in tlie following Part of che Verſe, r 
thus then nat be afraid of the Powev? do that ich ir gvod, and thon 
halt, &c. To this effect, and which may ſerve farther to illuſ- 
ware che Senſe of the Text, S Perer (1 Epil. ii. 1 4.) argues, that 
are commiſſion d by God, er db r 
Evil Doers, and for the Praiſe of them that do well. - 
It is indeed ſo __ y inconſiſtent _ che Oharafter-of a | 
Magiſtrate, whom the Apoſtle is here deſcribing; tobe a 
— Works, chat ————— 
eyen of fu icked Magiſtrates, who have fo little Regard, on 
to che Origine or Ends of their Office, ee * 
in any eminent Degtee, applicable to them; and therefore I 
thallrather conſider the Words, as an Exhortation co 
Rulers direti iy to favour and encourage Works. For 
tho tis zeaſonable, in reſpoctto the Life that now is, that Men 
honld,.in afl Caſes, diſcharge their Duty, from a natural Con- 
(ciouſneſs of their r to we —— natural/Tendency | 
which afaithful Diſcharge of ſent, to —.— | 
Happineſs ( ſetting aſide . l Cent. ations of 
wards or Puniſhments; ) . yer, as we do not alway rents 
low Reaſon, it muſt be ackno theſe addon Motives 
are very —— 
the Practice of our Duty, and whereby a great Part of Mankind 
are moſt powerfully wr chevy * it is therefore che moſt pro- 
per Buſineſs of Rulers to keep Subjects to the Meaſures, and 
wirhin the Bounds of their Duty, as their 8 ortheit 
Heal kana and Freren cholbuly do Fell areneceſſam 
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to this 3 ene Ammbenich abi; and 
which evidently priſe rer Nature and Ong their 
Office. 
Abe Queſtion i is, What Works FRO are, 5 Which the Apoſtle 
may here 2 mpalal p principally to mean? For tho all the In- 
| ſtances of our Duty wy Ie fall-under the general Notion 
| of good Works, yet as the Apoſtle is here preſcribing the Duty 
| of Civil Mariſtas, we are, in a ſpecial Manner, to under- 
| ſtand, in this Place, fuck Works as have a more immediate Re- 
lation to Civil Government, and on the Performance of which 
the Peace, Happinels, Proſperity, and Glory of i ir we more 
viſibly depenc. 
x = this View then, Men of ric Vine and Probiry 
| ought to be the peculiar Objects of the Magiſtrare's Favour ; 
both as a Religious Conduct has a direct T in icſelf to 
promote theſe Ends, and from the Influence of a good Exam- 
ple, 1 other Men; and as Religion does alſo, on a provi- 
Account, contribute, in theſe ſeveral reſpects, to exalt 
Nation, by deriving the ſpecial Bleſſing of God upon it: Vet 
if Men of looſe Principles, and corrupt Morals, are not gene- 
rally favour d, it is not deny d but there may be certain extra- 
l Caſes, wherein Perſons of this Character may have 
' ſome reaſonable Pretenſions to publick Favour. As hs they 
— done any eminent or remarkable Service to the State, where 
catly diſtinguiſh'd for their Martial or Political Abili- 
ries, 3 known — Zeal for the Service of the Go- 
vernment; or where they have made any important Diſcove- 
ries towards advancing the Trade and Wealth, or e the 
Peace and Honour of it. 
But then we ſay, Rewards of chis Kind og to be diſttibu- 
ted wich the greateſt Caution, and to very particular Services on- 
_ Where; wicked Men are, on any Pretence, made the ge- 
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neral and Nef Favour, and perhaps on no other 
Merit but becauſe they ſtrike into Duty, with ſome little Party- 
Incereſt, or, mutable Scheme, neither of which, after a few | 
days, may probably ſubſiſt, or be heard of any more: This 
is a Method of Corruption, to ſay nothing of the great Scan- 
dal it brings on Religion, eſpecially in a Chriſtian State, which | 
a Good Cauſe can never ſtand in need of, and by which a Bad 
one can certainly be never long ſupported. . "= JIN 

But this being only a Caſe put on a Suppoſition, for which, | 
tis hoped, there are ſo ſeldom, if ever, any juſt Grounds in 
well conſtituted Governments (and in that particularly under 
which we live) I ſhall not inſiſt any farther on fo diſagreeable a 
Subject, but proceed to conſider in the next place, 
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2. Another Branch of the Civil Magiſtrate's Duty, as it re- 
lates to the Puniſhment of Delinquents, or the Right which he 
has to Puniſh ; as Rulers are here repreſented, by the Apoſtle, 
a Terror to Evil Works. EN I 

The Neceſſity of inflicting exemplary Puniſhment on Cri- 
minals in the State, is ſo evident, that without a Power in 
the Civil Magiſtrate to this End, neither the publick Peace, nor 
the Rights of private Men could be any longer preſerved. But 
all the States of the World would become, in a very ſhort time, 
no better than one large Common- wealth of Cannibals, (if a 
Multitude of Men may be called ſo) and among whom there 
would be no ſuch thing as any common Intereſt. - 3 

However, as all Penal Laws are made, not directly with an 
Intention of Puniſhment, but rather with a Deſign to prevent 
Puniſhment, by terrifying Men from offending againſt them; 

| Temperand Moderation, in executing this Power of the Civil 

Magiſtrate, are very commendable and Chriſtian Duties : So 
d that in many Caſes which admitt of favourable Allowances and 
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| Conſtructions, and where they may legally punith, yet Equity 
and perhaps Prudence will direct them to ſuſpend their Right of 
| puniſhing their Fellow. Creatures, eſpecially wheri they conſider 
| char they are Men of like Paſſions with themſelves, and how, 
under the like Circumſtances, on a fuppoſed Change of their 
' own with them, e fer v „ es 
Hgheſides, as the Love of the People is the Principal Support 


of the State, and without which, notwithſtanding all other 
Engines of Power or Arr, twill be in great Danger of ſinking; 
and as Acts of Mercy, Clemency, and Indulgence, where there 
zs any Room for them, are the principal Means of conciliating 
and preſerving the People's Love, the Magiſtrate (as J inſinu- 
' ted) will ſometimes think fit to wave his Right of puniſhing 
on Reaſons of Civil Prudence; but never proceed to too ſtrict 
or inhumane Executions, tho ſuch poflibly for which he would 
not render himſelf accountable to the Laws, or obnoxious to ar 
- other Power; yet I am far from deſigning fuch a Relaxation of 
punitive Juſtice, as may tend to endanger the State: I chooſe ra- 
ther to call it fo than amdifiive Juſtice; for which Divines have 
thought there is, in a ſtrict Senſe, no juſt ſolid Foundation; ei- 
ther in the proper Exerciſe of human Government itſelf, (Pu- 
niſhments being only in the way of exemplary and medicinal 
Chaſtiſements) or, as we commonly ſay, m Terrorem, and 
agreeable to the Character which the Apoſtle here gives of Civil 
Rulers, That they are not a Terror to good Works, hut to 
cc the Evil. But as the ſtrongeſt Threats, if not ſometimes 
een will, by Degrees, loſe their Force, and wicked Men 
ui take Occaſion, from their Impunity, ſtill to encourage 
 Thernſelves in Wickedneſs, it becomes neceſſary to the Safety 
of Government, that Penal Laws ſhould frequently be put in 
Execution, eſpecially againſt obſtinate, old, and inſolent Of- 
fenders; and in large populous Cities, where both the Temp- 
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ations to ſome Crimes are more numerous and preſſing, and 
8 nitting them, at the ſame time, more im- 
pro TT 3 . | Þ 

Having, I fear, in proſecuting my two general Heads, en- 
arged roo far alteady, I ſhall only beg e conclude with 
one uſeful Obſervation from the Text, and a ſhort Improve- 
Wilen, HS 

What I would obſerve is, That the Apoſtle here ſpeaking 
of Civil Magiſtrates, repreſents them rather under their gene- 
ral Faw "6 _ 3 to 1 ee wherein Subjects 
ought to think an of them, than according to their per- 
. - fays he, are not a Terror To 
Works, bur to the Evil. He deſcribes them as keeping faithfully 
to their Commiſſion, and acting in purſuance of the Powers 
given them by God; tho it is certain the Rulers then in being 
did not act fo : They were the Roman Emperors and Deputies 
who govern'd, in many after an unjuſt, ical, 
and arbitrary Manner. If fo great Caution was uſed by the 
Apoſtle, in ſpeaking of ſuch Rulers, whoſe Tyranny, and 
Mal- Adminiſtration, were ſo flagrant and notorious; if he 
choſe rather to conſider the Ends for which they received their - 
Powers, than any Particular Abuſes of it: This may ſerve as 
an excellent Rule to ſhew us, how cautious we ought to be in 
makinga Judgment, whether concerning the Conduct, or the 
ſecret Springs of itʒ in our Civil Governors, and eſpecially in 
ſpeaking of them, on any Account, after an injurious and de- 
tracting Manner, or which may give ill Impreſſions to others, 
concerning them. We ſhould rather, in Imitation of the 
Apoſtle's Example, chooſe to cover their Failures, (if perhaps 
they are guilty of any) and to view their Actions on the brighter 
Side: In a word, we ſhould conſider them as they are here 
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j Tree, (Mich. iv. 4.) when there is no Arbitrary 
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d ye the Caſvis very different under. che Adniiniliaaeh 
F when the 1 are duly. executed, hen Juſtich 
has its ordinary Courſe, . ſmooth and open Chan- 

nel; when eyery Man fits under his own Vine, and his oum N- 
into 
Captivity, r this Caſe, I fa, is U 
different from that of the People who liv d deere <= 


_ Governors, at the rime when & Paul wrote this Epiſtle, tl 
therefore may be very p * urged as an additional ag 
ro caution us againſt that airs. 


Roving Argument, not 
ut God knows too common Crime ot Evil- 
againſt thoſe who have the Rule over us: But to V how 
much tis our Duty, both to think and ſpeak of them after che 
molt honorary and reſpectſul Manner; as allo to offer up ou 
united Supplication, Prayers, Interceſfions, and giving of Thanks 
for them; That we, together with them, e * 
6 Lives, in all e and e An Amen. 
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